
  
City of West Allis Notice of Referendum 

April 3, 2012, Spring Election 
 
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at an election to be held in the City of West Allis, on 
April 3, 2012, the following non-binding referendum question will be submitted to a vote of the 
people:   
 
To place on the April 3, 2012, ballot a referendum on corporate personhood and money as 
speech.   
 
 WHEREAS, Wisconsin Statute Section 9.20 provides a method for citizens to petition the 

Common Council for direct legislation, provided that the appropriate number of valid electors’ 

signatures are produced on a petition; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the requisite number of signatures on a direct legislation petition were 

submitted on November 7, 2011, which petition was certified for sufficiency and form by the 

City of West Allis Clerk/Treasurer on November 21, 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the question on the direct legislation petition reads as follows: 

 

 “Shall the City of West Allis adopt the following resolution: 

 

 Resolved, the City of West Allis, Wisconsin, calls for reclaiming democracy from 

the effects of undue corporate influence by amending the United States 

Constitution to establish that: 

 

1. Only human beings, not corporations, are entitled to constitutional rights, and 

2. Money is not speech, and therefore regulating political contributions and 

spending is not equivalent to limiting political speech. 

 

 WHEREAS, upon receipt of a petition for direct legislation containing the requisite 

number of electors’ signatures and having been certified by the City Clerk/Treasurer, the 

Common Council is required either to pass the resolution without alteration or submit to the 

electors at the next spring election; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of West Allis believes that a question such 

as the one submitted would be most appropriately addressed by a referendum placed before the 

voters of the City of West Allis; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the question which is the topic of the 

direct legislation petition submitted on November 7, 2011 shall hereby be submitted to the voters 

of the City of West Allis at the time of the next Spring Election, April 3, 2012, with the question 

on the ballot requiring a yes or no answer for the following statement: 

  



  

 

 “Shall the City of West Allis adopt the following resolution: 

 

 Resolved, the City of West Allis, Wisconsin, calls for reclaiming democracy from 

the effects of undue corporate influence by amending the United States 

Constitution to establish that: 

 

1. Only human beings, not corporations, are entitled to constitutional rights, and 

2. Money is not speech, and therefore regulating political contributions and 

spending is not equivalent to limiting political speech. 
 
Yes_________ 
No__________ 
 
 
EXPLANATION 
This referendum asks if the City of West Allis should support an amendment to the United States 

Constitution limiting the rights of corporations and allowing government regulation of political 

contributions and spending. 

 

Voting “Yes” on this referendum means you support such a Constitutional amendment. 

Voting “No” means you do not support such an amendment.  
 
Done in the City of West Allis on December 22, 2011 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Paul M. Ziehler 
City Administrative Officer 
Clerk/Treasurer 


