Money in Politics is the Top Issue facing America Today

Washington Post-University of Maryland Democracy Poll, Sept. 27-Oct. 5, 2017
Most Americans say politics have reached a dangerous new low point
And 96% blame money in politics for causing dysfunction in our political system.

How much, if at all, do you blame each of the following for
causing dysfunction in the U.S. political system?

‘Mo opinion’ not shown.

Alot Some all
Wealthy political donors 56 38 5]
People with extreme political views 56 37 6
Donald Trump 51 34 14
Social media 49

‘I

News media 49 39 1

Members of Congress a7 47 4

https://wiuta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Washington-Post-University-of-Maryland-Democracy-Poll-2017.pdf

Top 10 Fears of 2017
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Above are the 10 fears for which the highest percentage
of Americans reported being afraid or very afraid.

9 o e i Man-made Disasters

The Chapman University Survey of American Fears 2017 CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY

ORANGE, CALIFORNIA

https://blogs.chapman.edu/wilkinson/2017/10/11/americas-top-fears-2017/



https://wiuta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Washington-Post-University-of-Maryland-Democracy-Poll-2017.pdf
https://blogs.chapman.edu/wilkinson/2017/10/11/americas-top-fears-2017/

Figure 1

Corruption In D.C., Health Care Are What Voters Want To
Hear 2018 Candidates Talk About

REGISTERED VOTERS: How important do you think it is for 2018 candidates to talk about each of
the following?

® The most important issue m\ery important but not the most important
B Somewhat important O Not too important
50%
Corruption in Washington 30% 4T7% 16% 6%
Health care 54% 14% JE2

The economy and jobs 6%

Immigration 20% RO

Russian meddling in the 2016 U.S. election 31% ]

Gun policy

President Trump's Supreme Court nomination

Tax cuts and tax reform 24% A

MNOTE: "Met at allimponant (Vol )" and Don't know/Refused responses not shown, Question wording abbreviated, See

topline for full guestion wording KFF

SOURCE: KFF Health Tracking Poll (conducted August 23-28, 2018)

https://www.kff.org/health-reform/poll-finding/kaiser-health-tracking-poll-late-summer-2018-the-
election-pre-existing-conditions-and-surprises-on-medical-bills/

The September 2018 WSJ/NBC poll showed that 77% of surveyed registered voters said that
“‘Reducing the influence of special interests and corruption in Washington” is either the most
important or a very important issue facing the country.

http://media1.s-nbcnews.com/i/today/z creative/18955%20NBCWSJ%20September%20Poll.pdf

Three generations say honesty in government is no. 1 issues

Millennials Gen X Boomers

'-:. Honesty in government 78% 88% 91%
@ Jobs and the economy 7L% 88% 88%
QP Health care 71% 81% 81%
& Social Security 63% 76% 88%
¥ Medicare 60% 71% 85%

. Access to quality education 73% 79% 77%

https://www.aarp.org/research/topics/economics/info-2018/three-generations-survey.html



https://www.kff.org/health-reform/poll-finding/kaiser-health-tracking-poll-late-summer-2018-the-election-pre-existing-conditions-and-surprises-on-medical-bills/
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/poll-finding/kaiser-health-tracking-poll-late-summer-2018-the-election-pre-existing-conditions-and-surprises-on-medical-bills/
http://media1.s-nbcnews.com/i/today/z_creative/18955%20NBCWSJ%20September%20Poll.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/research/topics/economics/info-2018/three-generations-survey.html

Top 5 Issues

TOTAL INDEPENDENTS

® Very important ONLY

Ending the culture of
corruption in Washington

75

Protecting Social Security and
Medicare

67

Growing the economy and
creating jobs

Bringing the right kind of
change to Washington

Making healthcare affordable
and reducing RX costs

63

~J
(5]

https://wiuta.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ECU-Post-Elect-Public-Memo-FINAL-112018.pdf

New polling from GSG and End Citizens United shows that corruption is a top issue for voters
in battleground states.

Top priority/Major priority Minor priority/Not a priority

Making health care affordable Bk
Cracking down on political corruption il
proectng nasona sccury [ )

Creating good-paying obs I
]

https://wiuta.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Corruption-ties-health-care-as-a-top-issue.pdf

Reducing taxes on the middle class



https://wiuta.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ECU-Post-Elect-Public-Memo-FINAL-112018.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yr62lwNgBK2_QIJNtvgVSnGymTN866KF4rvKSR5UHT_QdC6N5NQuMovkVyqg83gbs8u2oF3_UuASxRMnb5Ty6ovtsmpXHmXvO3bHkQH7kjTzSlASffv2eZwQByMrZ8gD5AmQUzpHGA7TxjnwGJYD0JWfa44i31bq1BLkdyJIB8VIuDGe7vSOaIbmv9C4CF0E5izXi-DBJ-eK7xAN3Fa6YvcUlPvwz-i-PBziKcJgdYLO8Hwp6LcsUSoeavbCSo5tKikjzLEulE0=&c=0f1crrONaFHn05ufRjJpgLbF0dxPNj-8W8q_pQbfiXBL7cplxxAnxA==&ch=oWwEgmMQycejut0hH1wTkxshC2E-p79ENIQFFNPN27AvdQJ5x6LnXg==
https://wiuta.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Corruption-ties-health-care-as-a-top-issue.pdf

Americans’' Satisfaction Levels With the State of the Nation

B % Very/Somewhat satisfied

The nation's military strength and
preparedness

The nation's security from terrorism

The position of women in the nation

The state of the nation’s economy

The acceptance of gays and
lesbians in the nation

The quality of medical care in the
nation

The Social Security and Medicare
systems

The nation's policies to reduce or
control crime

The guality of the environmentin the
nation

The position of blacks and other
racial minorities in the nation

The nation's energy policies

The role the U.S. plays in world affairs

The amount Americans pay in
federal taxes

Government regulation of
businesses and industries

The nation's laws or policies on guns

The nation's policies regarding the
abortion issue

The guality of public education in the
nation

The level of immigration into the
country today

The availability of affordable
healthcare

The state of race relations
The nation's efforts to deal with
poverty and homelessness

The nation's campaign finance laws

GALLUP, JAN. 2-10, 2019

78
68
61
55
54
48
45
44
43
43
a2
40
40
39
39
36
36
34

31

https://news.gallup.com/poll/246254/americans-satisfied-nation-military-security.aspx



https://news.gallup.com/poll/246254/americans-satisfied-nation-military-security.aspx

53% BELIEVE POLITICAL CORRUPTION IN U.S. IS A CRISIS

Fifty-three percent (53%) of voters believe Political Corruption is a crisis in the United States. Another
36% believe it is a significant problem but not a crisis. That’s consistent with other
ScottRasmussen.com polling data showing that 87% of voters nationwide believe corruption is
widespread in the federal government. Solid majorities believe there is also corruption in state (70%)
and local (57%) government. In fact, given a list of ten challenges facing the nation, no other issue
was rated as a crisis by more voters than Political Corruption. (April 24, 2019)

https://wiuta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/53-Believe-Political-Corruption-in-U.S.-Is-A-Crisis.pdf

/2% Believe U.S. Democracy is Threatened

AUGUST 29-31, 2022 @CBS NEWS POLL | YouGov MOE: +/- 3.0 PTS
—

MAJORTHREATS TO DEMOCRACY

TOP ANSWERS AMONG THOSE WHO SAY DEMOCRACY THREATENED

INFLUENCE OF MONEY IN POLITICS
%

POTENTIAL FOR POLITICAL VIOLENCE
% I

ATTEMPTS TO OVERTURN ELECTIONS
[

67 MOST PEOPLE DON'T HAVE A SAY -
%
0

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cbs-news-poll-americans-democracy-is-under-threat-opinion-poll-2022-09-01/



https://wiuta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/53-Believe-Political-Corruption-in-U.S.-Is-A-Crisis.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cbs-news-poll-americans-democracy-is-under-threat-opinion-poll-2022-09-01/

“Reducing money in politics” now a top-4 issue for Americans, higher than crime, deficits, climate, etc.

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2023/02/06/economy-remains-the-publics-top-policy-priority-covid-19-concerns-

decline-again/

Strengthening the economy is Americans’ top policy
priority; dealing with COVID-19 is among the lowest

% who say should be a top priority for the president and Congress to
address this year

Strengthening economy | 78
Reducing healthcarecosts | 60
Defending against terrerism |0 60
Reducing influence of money inpelitcs = B9
Making Medicare financiallysound & 53
Reducing budget deficit [ 57
Reducingerime | 57
Improving education _ 57
Reducing availability of illegal drugs [0 53
Dealing with immigration [ 53
Improving energy system [N s2
Improving job situation [ 49
Dealing with problems of poor people _ a7
Frotecting the environment _ 44
Improving transportation _ 42
Strengthening military [N 40
Dealing with climate change | 37
Dealing with global trade 0 34
Addressing issues around race | 32
Dealing with challenges facing parents [ o7
Dealing with coronavirus outbreak [N o5

Source: Survey of S, adults conducted lan. 18-24_ 2023,

PEW RESEARCH CENTER



https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2023/02/06/economy-remains-the-publics-top-policy-priority-covid-19-concerns-decline-again/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2023/02/06/economy-remains-the-publics-top-policy-priority-covid-19-concerns-decline-again/

“Reducing money in politics” now a top-3 issue for Americans, higher than crime, health-care,
education, climate, deficits, etc.

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/02/29/americans-top-policy-priority-for-2024-strengthening-the-economy/

Americans’ top policy priority this year? Strengthening
the economy

% who say ___ should be a top priority for the president and Congress to
address this year

Strengthening economy

w

Defending against terrorism
Reducing influence of money in
politics

Reducing health care costs
Improving education

Making Social Security
financially sound

Reducing crime
Dealing with immigration
Reducing availability of illegal drugs

Reducing budget deficit

Improving the way the political
system works

Improving job situation
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Improving energy system
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Protecting the environment
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Dealing with problems of poor people

S
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Improving transportation

.
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Strengthening military

w
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Dealing with climate change

W
1%

Addressing issues around race

Dealing with global trade

w
g

Source: Survey of US. adults conducted Jan. 16-21, 2024.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER



https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/02/29/americans-top-policy-priority-for-2024-strengthening-the-economy/

In 2025, the role of money in politics has risen to the very top of American’s concerns.

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2025/02/20/americans-continue-to-view-several-economic-issues-as-top-

national-problems/

Economic issues top the public’s list of national
concerns - including the role of money in politics

% who say ___ is a very big problem in the country today
The role of moneay in politics
The affordability of health care

Inflation

The federal budget deficit

The ability of Democrats and Republicans
10 work together

The number of Americans living in poverty
Drug addiction
The state of moral values

Gun violence
The way the LIS, political system operaies

lliegal immigration

The financial stability of Social Security
and Medicare

Violent crime
The quality of public K-12 schools

Americans’ level of agreement on the basic
facts about issues and events

The impact of natural disasters

Climate changgs

g
:

International terrorism

Domestic terrorism

Mote: Refer to the topline for a full list of items.
Source: Survey of US. adults conducted Jan. 27-Feb. 2, 2025.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER


https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2025/02/20/americans-continue-to-view-several-economic-issues-as-top-national-problems/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2025/02/20/americans-continue-to-view-several-economic-issues-as-top-national-problems/

