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AAUW Wisconsin Resolution

Constitutional Amendment to Eliminate Big Money in Politics

Whereas, AAUW National Public Policy Priorities oppose all forms of discrimination and
support constitutional protection for the civil rights of all individuals, and

Whereas, AAUW National and AAUW WI both believe that AAUW must advocate for equity,
individual rights, and social justice for a diverse society, and

Whereas, AAUW WI recognizes an obligation to advocate for campaign finance reform that
will promote equitable representation and equitable participation, and

Whereas, AAUW WI believes free and fair elections are essential to democracy and effective
self-governance, and

Whereas, interpretation of the U.S. Constitution by appointed Supreme Court Justices
included corporations in the term “persons,” and

Whereas, in the 1976 Buckley v. Valeo ruling, the Supreme Court changed the course of
American elections and established the doctrine that spending money to influence elections
is a form of speech, and,

Whereas, on January 21, 2010, in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, the
Supreme Court overturned a century of precedence by ruling that corporate spending on
elections cannot be limited under the First Amendment, and

Whereas, AAUW WI believes the above decisions (i.e., allowing corporations to act as
persons to influence politics, that spending money is a form of speech, and allowing unlimited
spending by corporations and wealthy donors) lead to the diminishing rights of individuals
and inequitable representation in elections, and

Whereas, AAUW WI members recognize the need to engage in constructive acts to make a
meaningful difference towards societal change, and

Therefore, be it resolved that AAUW WI will pledge to seek to reclaim democracy from the
corrupting influence of unlimited political contributions and spending by standing with women
across the country to support passage of an amendment to the United States Constitution
stating:

1) Only human beings are endowed with constitutional rights — not
corporations, unions, nonprofits or other artificial entities; and

2) Money is not speech, therefore limiting political contributions and spending
is not equivalent to limiting speech.



